
AGENDA ITEM NO: 10.3 

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

REPORT FOR INFORMATION 

PRESENTED BY: Terry Wotherspoon; Chair, Academic Program 
Committee 

DATE OF MEETING: December 21, 2017 

SUBJECT: Degree-level certificate in Indigenous Governance 
and Politics 

COUNCIL ACTION: For Information Only 

SUMMARY: 

The Academic Programs Committee approved this undergraduate degree-level certificate 
at its December 6, 2017 meeting. APC has authority to approve the new certificates from 
colleges with an approved template, as outlined in the Academic and Curricular Changes 
Authority Chart which was approved by Council in June 2016. The College of Arts and 
Science has an approved certificate template. 

The College of Arts and Science has developed the degree-level certificate in Indigenous 
Governance and Politics as a part of their commitment to the goals of reconciliation in 
response to calls from the Truth and Reconciliation Committee.  This certificate will help 
students cultivate an understanding of and appreciation for the unique socio-political 
position of Indigenous peoples in Canada in relation to historical and contemporary 
issues in governance and politics.  It will allow students from a variety of disciplinary 
backgrounds to acquire specialized knowledge about Indigenous governance and political 
issues in Canada and globally and will provide them with a means of documenting this 
competency.  The certificate program offers considerable flexibility to enable students 
from different Colleges to complete the program in conjunction with other degree 
programs. 
As the courses that comprise this certificate are regularly offered already, there is no 
critical mass requirement to make this certificate viable.  The requirements for the 
certificate can be met entirely through online classes, making this offering particularly 
attractive to students in the North, who would previously have engaged with these topics 
through the International Centre for Northern Governance and Development and the 
Bachelor of Arts in Northern Studies. 

The Planning and Priorities Committee of Council reviewed the notice of intent for the 
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proposed Certificate in Indigenous Governance and Politics at its October 25, 2017 
meeting.  
  
ATTACHMENTS:   

• Proposal for  Academic or Curricular Change: Certificate of Proficiency in 
Indigenous Governance and Politics 
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Proposal	for	Academic		
or	Curricular	Change	
 
 

PROPOSAL IDENTIFICATION  
 
Title of proposal:  Certificate of Proficiency in Indigenous Governance & Politics 
 
Field(s) of Specialization: Indigenous Governance & Politics  
 
Level(s) of Concentration: Certificate of Proficiency    
 
Degree College: Arts & Science 
  
Contact person(s) (name, telephone, fax, e-mail): 
 
Loleen Berdahl 
Department Head, Political Studies 
College of Arts & Science 
loleen.berdahl@usask.ca 
306-966-1952 
 
Proposed date of implementation: May 2018 
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Proposal Document 
 
Academic justification:  

Alongside the College of Arts and Science’ goals for Indigenization, this certificate clusters 
together existing College courses to offer students a tangible output that recognizes their 
specialized knowledge in the subject area. The proposed certificate is a step towards fulfilling 
reconciliation goals in response to calls from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
that students be educated in the history and legacy of residential schools, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, and Aboriginal-
Crown relations. 

The introduction of this program will assist students in the Social Sciences and Humanities in a 
number of areas identified in the University Learning Charter and College’s Strategic Directions: 

 • Helps students to understand how the subject area may intersect with related disciplines.  It 
encourages interdisciplinarity by allowing students across a number of disciplines to incorporate 
foundational concepts about Indigenous governance and politics within their programs and to 
encourage students to take elective courses outside of their major discipline.  

 • Contributes to recruitment and retention of a diverse academic studentship, both Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous, and prepares them with knowledge requirements of the current political 
climate that affects Indigenous communities in Canada.  

• Promotes citizenship goals by encouraging, through certificate programming, the value of 
diversity, particularly of Indigenous peoples and their unique socio-political circumstances, and 
the positive contributions this brings to society.  

 • Ensure the delivery of Indigenous-focused content in programming on our campus, an 
objective of the University’s Framework for Planning. 

Critical mass: 

Currently about 5-10 students would be strong candidates for this certificate, and 
implementation and advertising of this option could increase that number. However, as the 
courses that comprise this certificate are regularly offered already, there is no critical mass 
requirement to make this certificate viable. 

Indigenous certificate programs at other universities: 

Indigenous Governance and/or Politics certificates*: University of Alberta (Aboriginal 
Governance and Partnership),Yukon College (First Nations Governance and Public 
Administration certificate), Nunavut Arctic College (Municipal Government certificate) 

Other Indigenous Content certificates: Simon Fraser University (Certificate in First Nations 
Studies Research), Thompson Rivers University (Aboriginal Studies certificate), Langara 
College (Aboriginal Studies certificate), University of the Fraser Valley (Sto:lo Studies 
certificate), University of the Fraser Valley (Aboriginal Culture and Language Support 
certificate), Victoria Island University (Business Fundamentals for Aboriginal Communities), 
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University of Saskatchewan (Kanawayihetaytan Askiy Certificate: Let us Take Care of the 
Land), University of Regina (First Nations Interdisciplinary Studies certificate), First Nations 
University (Managing Indigenous Organizations program), York University (Indigenous Studies 
certificate), Ryerson (Aboriginal Knowledges and Experiences certificate), Nipissing University 
(Aboriginal Leadership certificate), Université du Quebec en Abitibi-Temiscaminge (Aboriginal 
Studies certificate), Université Laval (Indigenous Studies certificate), Memorial University of 
Newfoundland (Aboriginal and Indigenous Studies certificate),  

*Of these programs, the University of Alberta (on-campus and online blended delivery) and 
Yukon College’s (in-class and distance blended delivery) certificate programs contain the most 
content overlap with the proposed Indigenous Governance and Politics certificate program of 
the University of Saskatchewan. The IGP Certificate at the University of Saskatchewan will have 
blended delivery, but distance students are offered the unique opportunity to complete the 
program entirely online if desired. 

Certificate program vs minor: The Certificate of Proficiency option also offers greater flexibility 
as compared to a minor. Students may complete a certificate prior to a degree, concurrently 
with a degree, or following a degree, whereas minors may only be completed concurrently with 
a degree. This opens the program both to existing university students as well as people in the 
community who have an interest in the subject and wish to obtain a credential. Certificates are 
also available to students in any College, in contrast to minors which are only available to 
students in the Colleges that have approved them for use.  

We anticipate that this certificate will be particularly attractive to students who currently have no 
means of formally documenting their specialized training in this area.  With the deletion of the 
Bachelor of Arts in Northern Studies and the closure of the International Centre for Northern 
Governance and Development (ICNGD), this certificate program will provide opportunities for 
students who would otherwise have been interested in the previous program offerings. We see 
the certificate as complimentary to other degree programs, including the Bachelor of Arts 
offered by the participating departments. We see students laddering this certificate into their 
degree programs. 

This program will be administered and officially housed in the Department of Political Studies. 

Admissions  
 
Students must be admitted to a College at the University of Saskatchewan. 
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Description of the program 

Certificate of Proficiency in Indigenous Governance and Politics 

The purpose of this certificate program is to cultivate an understanding of and appreciation for 
the unique socio-political position of Indigenous peoples in Canada as this relates to historical 
and contemporary issues in governance and politics.  Attention is paid to various levels of 
government that affect Indigenous groups as well as ongoing relationships between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous Canadians and prospects.  The Certificate in Indigenous Governance and 
Politics will allow students from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds to acquire specialized 
knowledge about Indigenous governance and political issues in Canada and globally, and will 
provide them with a means of documenting this competency. 

If you are interested in more information about Indigenous Governance and Politics or how to 
receive credit for the certificate, please contact student-advice@artsandscience.usask.ca 

Major Average 

The major average in the Certificate of Proficiency in Indigenous Governance and Politics 
includes the grades earned in: 

 All courses eligible to be used in the program. 

Residency Requirements in the Major 

To receive a Certificate in Indigenous Governance and Politics, students must complete at least 
two-thirds of the following coursework (to the nearest highest multiple of 3 credit units) from the 
University of Saskatchewan. 

 INDG 107.3 
 POLS 222.3 
 Minimum program requirements 

See Residency for additional details. 

Requirements (15 credit units) 

Complete 6 credit units from: 

 INDG 107.3 (Introduction to Canadian Indigenous Studies) 
 POLS 222.3 (Indigenous Governance and Politics) 

Choose 9 credit units from the following: 

 POLS 221 (Global Indigenous Politics) 
 POLS 322 (Aboriginal Management and Administrative Systems) 
 POLS 323 (Aboriginal Policies and Programs) 
 POLS 422 (Aboriginal Development Strategies) 
 INDG 220 (Aboriginal Rights and the Courts) 
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 INDG 256 (Critical Survey of the History of Indigenous Child Welfare in Canada) 
 INDG 264 (Aboriginal People and Canadian Politics) 
 INDG 265 (Aboriginal People and Development) 
 INDG 362 (Aboriginal People and Northern Development) 
 INDG 410 (Aboriginal Self Determination Through Mitho Pimachesowin: Ability to Make 

a Good Living) 
 HIST 265 (Native Newcomer Relations in Canada 1880 to Present) 
 HIST 266 (History Wars: Native Newcomer Relations) 
 HIST 310 (Beavers, Booze, and Bully Boys: Fur Trade Wars in North America) 
 SOC 219 (Aboriginal Peoples and Justice in Canada) 
 SOC 319 (Aboriginal People in Urban Areas) 
 SOC 341 (Institutional Racism and Aboriginal People) 
 GEOG 352 (Contemporary Issues of the Circumpolar World I) 
 PLAN 445 (Planning with Indigenous Communities) 

 
Consultation 
 
The Departments of Indigenous Studies, Geography and Planning, History, and Sociology, as 
well as the Program Chair of the Regional & Urban Planning program, and the Associate Dean 
of Aboriginal Affairs, College of Arts and Science, were consulted. See Appendix A.  
 
Budget 

The College of Arts and Science currently possesses all needed resources required for 
implementation of this certificate program, as no new or additional supports are requested. The 
core courses for this program, INDG 107.3 and POLS 222.3, are offered annually, often more 
than once each year. Supporting departments of Indigenous Studies, History, Sociology, and 
Geography and Planning have noted that the elective courses in their departments are, and will 
continue to be, offered on a semi-regular basis (see Appendix A). As a result, the introduction of 
this certificate program will have no negative impact on current department practices or library 
systems.  

No budget allocations will change within the Departments or the College of Arts and Science. 

 

College Statement 
 
The proposal to create a Certificate of Proficiency in Indigenous Governance & Politics was 
circulated to all faculty members in Arts and Science through the Arts and Science College 
Course and Program Challenge on October 11, 2017, and was approved by the Academic 
Programs Committee (B.A., B.F.A, B.Mus.) on October 16, 2017. The proposal was recirculated 
with the meeting agenda for the Arts and Science Faculty Council, and was approved by that 
body on October 30, 2017.  
 
See Appendix B for letter from Gordon DesBrisay, Vice-Dean Academic, College of Arts and 
Science 
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Attachments 
 
Appendix A: Evidence of Consultation 
 
Appendix B: Notice of Intent, College letter of support, and response from Planning & Priorities 
Committee 
 
Appendix C: Consultation with the Registrar form.  
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1 

Dr. Jill A.E. Blakley, PhD, MCIP, RPP 
Associate Professor 
Department of Geography & Planning, and 
School of Environment and Sustainability 
University of Saskatchewan 
Rm. 115 Kirk Hall, 117 Science Place 
Saskatoon, SK   S7N 0A9   

28 Feb 2017 

RE: Inclusion of PLAN 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I recently met with Loleen Berdahl, Department Head of Political Studies, to discuss the 
proposed new Indigenous Governance and Politics Certificate of Proficiency. I am happy 
to support the inclusion of PLAN 445 Planning With Indigenous Communities in the 
Certificate offerings. This course will continued to be offered every year or every second 
year for the foreseeable future.    

My very best regards, 

Dr. Jill Blakley 
Chair, Regional and Urban Planning Program 

cc: Dirk DeBoer; Phyllis Baynes 

Appendix A:
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www.artsandscience.usask.ca 

 

Associate Dean of Aboriginal Affairs         T: (306) 966-6397 
College of Arts & Science                                
University of Saskatchewan   
E: kristina.bidwell@usask.ca 
            

July 4th, 2017 
 
 
To Whom it may Concern, 

 

It is my pleasure to write in support of the proposed Indigenous Governance and Politics Certificate 

of Proficiency.  I have met with the Department Head of Political Studies, Loleen Berdahl, as well 

as Nicole Wegner, who is working for the Department on the development of this certificate, and 

I fully endorse the department’s plans for this.  The certificate program, which will ladder into 

multiple degree programs, will make learning about Indigenous governance and politics more 

widely accessible and appealing to students, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous.  As the 

certificate program will be available online, it will be particularly appealing to those working in 

Indigenous governments who are looking for an accessible opportunity for training and 

professional development.  This certificate is also very much in keeping with the College’s 

Indigenous Learning Goal, in that it will move more students towards an understanding of the 

unique socio-cultural position of Indigenous people in Canada.  I strongly support its approval. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Kristina Bidwell 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Loleen Berdahl, Head, Department of Political Studies 

FROM: Terry Wotherspoon, Head, Department of Sociology 

DATE: July 6, 2017 

RE: Proposed Indigenous Governance and Politics Certificate 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the proposal to introduce a certificate in Indigenous 
Governance and Politics. The initiative looks very worthwhile and likely to attract the interest of 
several students in the College. A major strength in the proposal is that it draws from several 
existing relevant courses in five different disciplinary areas.  

We are pleased to support the inclusion of the Sociology courses identified in the proposal, all of 
which are relevant to the certificate focus and all of which are offered on a regular basis (at least 
once each academic year).  

On behalf of the Sociology Department I wish you all the best as you move towards approval 
and implementation of this new certificate. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Terry Wotherspoon 

 

cc. Nicole Wegner, Political Studies 
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Department of History

619 Arts Building 

9 Campus Drive 

Saskatoon SK  S7N 5A5 

Canada 

306-966-8712 

history.department@usask.ca  

www.artsandscience.usask.ca/history 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Nicole Wegner 

Department of Political Studies 

University of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, SK  S7N 5A5 

 

July 25, 2017 

 

Dear Dr. Wegner: 

 

 I have reviewed your proposal for a Certificate of Proficiency in Indigenous Governance 

and Politics.  On behalf of the Department of History I am pleased to support this initiative.  The 

history courses included are appropriate for the program and are ones that we expect to continue 

offering for the forseeable future.  If I can be of further assistance please contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Geoff Cunfer 

Professor and Department Head 

Department of History 
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Department of Geography and Planning 
  

117 Science Place, Saskatoon SK 
S7N 5C8  Canada 

Telephone: (306) 966-5654 
Facsimile: (306) 966-5680 

 

 

Loleen Berdahl 

Head, Department of Political Studies 

University of Saskatchewan 

 

 

 

July 26, 2017 

 

 

 

Dear Loleen,  

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the proposal for the Certificate 

of Proficiency in Indigenous Governance and Politics.  

 

This letter confirms that the Department of Geography and Planning supports the 

inclusion of GEOG 352.3 (Contemporary Issues of the Circumpolar World I), formerly 

NRTH 331.3, in the certificate. GEOG 352.3 is currently under development as an online 

course to be delivered through the Distance Education Unit. It is anticipated that the 

course will be offered on a regular basin starting spring/summer 2018. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dirk. H. de Boer 

Professor and Head 
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142 Kirk Hall, 117 Science Place 

Saskatoon, SK S7N 5C8 Canada 

Telephone:  (306) 966-6209 

Facsimile:  (306) 966-6242 

 Department of Indigenous Studies  

 

Loleen Berdahl 

Head, Department of Political Studies 

University of Saskatchewan 

 

 

September 22, 2017 

 

 

Dear Loleen,  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the proposal for the Certificate of Proficiency 

in Indigenous Governance and Politics.  

 

This letter confirms that the Department of Indigenous Studies supports the certificate proposal and the 

inclusion in the certificate of our courses INDG 107 (Introduction to Canadian Indigenous Studies), INDG 

220 (Aboriginal Rights and the Courts), INDG 256 (Critical Survey of the History of Indigenous Child 

Welfare in Canada), INDG 264 (Aboriginal People and Canadian Politics), INDG 265 (Aboriginal People 

and Development), INDG 362 (Aboriginal People and Northern Development), and INDG 410 (Aboriginal 

Self Determination Through Mitho Pimachesowin: Ability to Make a Good Living). We anticipate that 

these courses will continue to be offered on a regular basis in the future. 

 

The proposed certificate will be a valuable addition to the college’s offerings, and we are looking 

forward to working with you to ensure its success.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dirk H. de Boer 

Professor and Interim Head 
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Appendix B: Notice of Intent and Response from Planning & Priorities Committee 
 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
New Certificate of Proficiency Program: Indigenous Governance and Politics 

 
The Department of Political Studies in the College of Arts and Science proposes the 
establishment of a Certificate of Proficiency in Indigenous Governance and Politics, requiring 15 
credit units. The program requirements will include two core courses, one which will act as the 
capstone course for the Certificate. By completion of the certificate, students will cultivate an 
understanding of and appreciation for the unique socio‐political position of Aboriginal peoples 
in Canada as it relates to historical and contemporary issues in governance and politics. This 
objective speaks directly to the College’s Learning Goals. The certificate will draw upon existing 
courses from Geography and Planning, History, Indigenous Studies, Political Studies, and 
Sociology to meet the course requirements. 
 
Alongside the College of Arts and Science’ goals for Indigenization, this certificate clusters 
together existing College courses to offer students a tangible output that recognizes their 
specialized knowledge in the subject area. The proposed certificate is a step towards fulfilling 
reconciliation goals in response to calls from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
that students be educated in the history and legacy of residential schools, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, and Aboriginal‐
Crown relations. 
 
This certificate will allow students from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds to acquire 
specialized knowledge about Indigenous governance and political issues in Canada and globally, 
and will provide them with a means of documenting this competency. We see this certificate as 
an important means of attracting students to the study of Indigenous political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective.  It offers students the opportunity to highlight their proficiency in 
this specialty area and to enhance their overall learning experience with concentrated 
Indigenous‐focused content.   
 
Nationally, there are number of programs at post‐secondary institutions focused on Indigenous 
studies, including several certificate options. This program is distinct in its focus on issues of 
governance and politics, and it offers the unique option of online delivery for off‐campus 
students. The certificate is structured so as to allow students to complete needed requirements 
through existing web‐based distance courses that offer potential for Northern‐based students 
to access this training. The certificate also may be completed as a stand‐alone requirement, 
allowing students who are not able to complete a full degree an opportunity to complete a 
tangible post‐secondary accreditation. By allowing students to choose their elective offerings in 
the certificate program, we foresee flexibility in the student learning experience that allows 
certificate participants to customize their course selection while studying perspectives on this 
important subject area.  
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We anticipate that this certificate will be particularly attractive to Political Studies students and 
Indigenous Studies students who currently have no means of formally documenting their 
specialized training in this area.  With the deletion of the Bachelor of Arts in Northern Studies 
and the closure of the International Centre for Northern Governance and Development 
(ICNGD), this certificate program will provide opportunities for students who would otherwise 
have been interested in the previous program offerings. The projected student enrolment 
initially is expected to be 5‐10 students, and these numbers are anticipated to grow over time. 
This evidence is based upon current enrolment in complimentary degree programs, including 
the Bachelor of Arts Four‐year and Honours programs in Aboriginal Public Administration (APA), 
offered by the Department of Political Studies. We see students of the APA program laddering 
this certificate into their degree program.  
 
The introduction of this program will assist students in the Humanities and Social Sciences in a 
number of areas identified in the University Learning Charter and College’s Strategic Directions: 
 
 • Helps students to understand how the subject area may intersect with related disciplines.  It 
encourages interdisciplinarity by allowing students in other disciplines to incorporate 
foundational concepts about Indigenous politics and governance within their programs and to 
encourage students to take elective courses outside of their major discipline.  
 • Contributes to recruitment and retention of a diverse academic studentship, both indigenous 
and non‐indigenous, and prepares them with knowledge requirements of the current political 
climate that affects Indigenous communities in Canada.  
• Promotes citizenship goals by encouraging, through certificate programming, the value of 
diversity, particularly of Indigenous peoples and their unique socio‐political circumstances, and 
the positive contributions this brings to society.  
 • Ensures the delivery of Indigenous‐focused content in programming on our campus, an 
objective of the University’s Framework for Planning. 
 
The College currently possesses all needed resources required for certificate implementation as 
we are requesting no new or additional supports. The core courses for this program, INDG 
107.3 and POLS 222.3, are offered annually, often more than once each year. Supporting 
departments of Indigenous Studies, History, Sociology, and Geography and Planning have noted 
that the elective courses in their departments are, and will continue to be, offered on a semi‐
regular basis. As a result, the introduction of a certificate program will have no negative impact 
on current department practices or library systems, and has no resource implications as the 
certificate is utilizing existing courses. We do not anticipate any risks to implementing the 
program in 2018. The risks of not proceeding with the program at this time are that students 
may seek certificate or learning opportunities at other post‐secondary institutions in lieu of the 
University of Saskatchewan to gain access to this type of accreditation. 
 
 
This program will be administered by and housed in the Department of Political Studies. It is 
intended to commence in May 2018, pending approvals at the College and University levels. 
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MEMORANDUM	  
	  

TO:	   Loleen	  Berdahl,	  department	  head,	  Political	  Studies	  
	  
FROM:	   Ken	  Wilson,	  vice-‐‑chair,	  planning	  and	  priorities	  committee	  of	  Council	  	  
	  
DATE:	   November	  20,	  2017	  	  
	  
RE:	   Planning	  and	  priorities	  committee	  response	  to	  the	  Notice	  of	  Intent	  for	  a	  

Certificate	  of	  Proficiency	  in	  Indigenous	  Governance	  and	  Politics	  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Thank	  you	  once	  again	  for	  attending	  the	  planning	  and	  priorities	  committee	  meeting	  on	  
October	  25,	  2017,	  to	  present	  the	  notice	  of	  intent	  to	  offer	  a	  certificate	  of	  proficiency	  in	  
Indigenous	  Governance	  and	  Politics	  in	  the	  College	  of	  Arts	  and	  Science.	  
	  
The	  notice	  was	  met	  with	  support	  from	  members	  who	  saw	  the	  potential	  of	  the	  program	  to	  
meet	  the	  needs	  of	  students	  who	  might	  formerly	  have	  enrolled	  in	  the	  college’s	  B.A.	  honours,	  
four-‐‑year,	  three-‐‑year,	  and	  minor	  in	  Northern	  Studies,	  with	  these	  programs	  having	  been	  
terminated	  with	  the	  loss	  of	  University	  of	  the	  Arctic	  and	  provincial	  government	  funding.	  As	  
well,	  the	  program	  is	  novel	  in	  being	  a	  standalone	  degree	  program	  that	  can	  be	  completed	  
entirely	  online,	  a	  key	  consideration	  for	  students	  in	  northern	  and	  remote	  Indigenous	  
communities.	  	  
	  
As	  the	  program’s	  core	  courses	  serve	  as	  prerequisites	  for	  the	  majority	  of	  elective	  courses	  
that	  comprise	  the	  program,	  the	  program	  has	  the	  ability	  to	  attract	  new	  students	  outside	  the	  
university	  to	  the	  program	  without	  requiring	  the	  completion	  of	  additional	  prerequisites.	  
Unlike	  the	  majority	  of	  certificate	  programs,	  the	  program	  can	  also	  be	  completed	  
independent	  of	  students	  being	  registered	  in	  a	  degree	  program.	  This	  ability,	  however,	  does	  
not	  preclude	  students	  currently	  registered	  in	  university	  degree	  programs	  from	  
concurrently	  completing	  the	  certificate	  program	  and	  attaining	  an	  additional	  credential	  that	  
demonstrates	  knowledge	  of	  Indigenous	  governance	  and	  politics.	  
	  
Overall,	  the	  accessibility	  and	  flexibility	  of	  the	  program	  were	  viewed	  as	  positive	  attributes	  
by	  members.	  Promoting	  awareness	  of	  the	  program	  to	  students	  in	  other	  colleges	  was	  
supported	  as	  enhancing	  student	  enrolment	  and	  diversity,	  with	  the	  hope	  that	  students	  from	  
varying	  educational	  backgrounds	  would	  register	  in	  the	  program.	  
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The	  committee	  had	  hoped	  to	  see	  greater	  evidence	  of	  support	  from	  the	  northern	  
communities	  the	  certificate	  is	  intended,	  in	  part,	  to	  support,	  demonstrated	  by	  additional	  
letters	  of	  support.	  However,	  rather	  than	  delay	  the	  approval	  of	  the	  program,	  the	  committee	  
asks	  that	  proponents	  include	  a	  section	  in	  the	  full	  program	  proposal	  outlining	  the	  process	  of	  
consultation	  with	  Indigenous	  communities	  and	  other	  partners	  so	  that	  the	  consultation	  is	  
clearly	  articulated	  in	  the	  full	  proposal.	  	  
	  
I	  wish	  you	  the	  very	  best	  as	  you	  proceed	  to	  develop	  the	  full	  program	  proposal	  to	  submit	  to	  
the	  academic	  programs	  committee	  of	  Council.	  Please	  do	  not	  hesitate	  to	  contact	  me	  if	  you	  
have	  any	  questions.	  
	  
Kind	  regards,	  
	  

	  
	  
Ken	  Wilson	  
	  
c	   Tony	  Vannelli,	  provost	  and	  vice-‐‑president	  academic	  
	   Terry	  Wotherspoon,	  chair,	  academic	  programs	  committee	  of	  Council	  
	   Russell	  Isinger,	  registrar	  
	   Alexis	  Dahl,	  director,	  Programs	  Office,	  College	  of	  Arts	  and	  Science	  
	   Gordon	  DesBrisay,	  vice-‐‑dean	  academic,	  College	  of	  Arts	  and	  Science	  
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